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A PIONEERING VENTURE 

Bichitra Pathshala has collaborated with Birla Industrial & Technological Museum to promote 
technology enabled pedagogy among the teachers in Kolkata. The presentations of “Learning with 
Moving Images” is a step in that direction.  
 
Inspired by an intensive orientation session held at BITM on the 3rd of November, 2014, fourteen 
teachers and trainee teachers submitted their technology based teaching learning designs by the 15th 
of January, 2015. The final presentations were held at the BITM Conference Room on February 6 and 
February 17, 2015. The presentations ranging from topics like ‘action words’ and ‘DNA multiplication’, 
designed for students of classes ranging from class I to class XII, were made in front of the jury and 
the entire group of participating teachers.   
 



ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE FROM TEACHERS 

The complete list of participating teachers is given below: 
 

Sl 
no: 

Teacher’s name Topic of 
presentation 

Target 
group of 
students 

School/College 

1 Srividhya Kathirvel English 
Language: 

Action words 

Class I Birla High School for Boys (Jr) 

2 Anima Shaw Hindi: 
Difference 

between bindu 
& 

Chandrabindu 

Class II Birla High School for Boys (Jr) 

3 Subrata 
Chakrabarty 

Bengali Class V Birla High School for Boys (Jr) 

4 Geeta Biswas Science: 
Reproduction 

in animals 

Class IV South City International School 

5 Ruma Chatterjee, 
Kakoli Guha 

History & 
Biology 

integrated: 
Deforestation 

Class 
VII 

Birla High School for Boys (Sr) 

6 Sunita Biswas History: The 
French 

Revolution 

Class 
VIII 

Modern High School for Girls 

7 Priyanka Roy 
Chowdhury 

Biology: 
Nervous 
system 

Class 
VIII 

South City International School 

8 Madhusree 
Dasgupta 

Enhlish 
literature: 

Poetry 

Class 
VIII 

Shri Shikshayatan School 

9 Anupama 
Mukherjee 

Biology: 
Population 
interaction 

Class 
XII 

Shri Shikshayatan School 

10. Soma Ghosh Bengali  Satyapriya Roy College of 
Education 

11 Jayanti Srikanthan EVS: 
Endangered 

species 

Class V Birla High School for Boys (Jr) 

12 Arundhati 
Bhattacharyya 

Biology: DNA 
Replication 

Class 
XII 

Satyapriya Roy College of 
Education 

13 Minakshi 
Chakraborty 

Geography: 
Rivers 

Class 
VIII 

St. Xavier’s College (B.Ed Deptt) 

14 Julie Biswas Life Science: 
Immunization 
& Vaccination 

Class IX St. Xavier’s College (B.Ed Deptt) 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

THE JURY CONSTITUTED THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 

 

 Dr. Subir Nag, Principal of Satyapriya Roy College of Education     

 Mrs. Shivani Iyengar, Retired Head of Teachers’ Training Centre, Loreto College 

 Subha Das Mollick, Secretary, Bichitra Pathshala 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a sheer pleasure to sit through the presentations and witness the teachers making diverse and 
creative uses of technology to make their lessons come alive in the classroom.  While most of the 
teachers made creative use of the Power Point Presentation by inserting well chosen images, animating 
these images on the slide, linking video and audio files and ensuring interactivity through quizzes and 
riddles, some teachers went beyond PPT and tried out other applications. The teachers of South City 
International School developed their lesson plans using a software called ActivInspire, that allows 
blending real time assessment and real world experience in the learning process. Sunita Biswas, a 
teacher from Modern High School, used an app called Fake Book – a clone of Face Book, that allowed 
the students to impersonate as characters of the French Revolution and carry out a wall to wall chat 
about the Revolution.  
 
 
Each teacher got 20 minutes to present the lesson plan to the jury. The presentation was followed by a 
brief Q & A session with the jury. It was heartening to see all the teachers making successful efforts to 
make the learning experiential through lively presentations, appropriate film clippings and creative use 
of text. The Director of BITM sat through some of the presentations and made some valuable remarks. 
The education officers of BITM too sat through many of the presentations, in spite of their busy 
schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORDS OF PRAISE  

The following citations highlight the strengths of the presentations: 
 
 
 

 
Anupama Mukherjee of Shir Shikshayatan School used appropriate  
film chilppings in a biology lesson on population interaction. The clippings  
have helped make an abstract concept relevant to the students' lived experience. 
 
 
 
 
Anima Shaw of Birla High School for Boys (Jr) made a lively PPT presentation in 
a Hindi lesson on "bindu and chandrabindu". The examples and illustrations on 
the PPT effectively demonstrated the difference between the two symbols. 
 

 

Ruma Chatterjee & Kakoli Guha of Birla High School for Boys (Sr) effectively 
integrated concepts of biology and chapters from Modern Indian History in 
developing a lesson plan on ‘deforestation’. Deforestation is a burning issue 
today. A lesson like this provides the necessary  concepts as well as facts and 
figures from history to sensitize the students to the issue. 

 

Srividhya Kathirvel of Birla High School for Boys (Jr) created a fun filled 
presentation on ‘action words’ using animated pictures, audio clippings and 
interesting quizzes for a quick assessment. A lesson like this is likely to generate 
one hundred percent class participation and be a memorable experience for all 
students. 

 

Subrata Chakrabarty of Birla High School for Boys (Jr) enlivened a Bengali 
grammar lesson on nouns as much with her humour, songs and anecdotes as 
with animated words and images on screen. Through this engaging lesson, the 
teacher amply illustrated the types of nouns in Bengali grammar and the subtle 
differences between them.  

 

Geeta Biswas of South City International School enlivened a lesson on 
reproduction in animals with colourful illustrations, video clippings and 
highlighted texts to reinforce the key words. She ensured students’ participation 
through time bound quizzes integrated into the lesson.  

 
 
Sunita Biswas of Modern High School innovatively adapted popular 
social media practices to a history lesson on the French Revolution. The 
pedagogy has been found to be trendy and effective. 
 



Priyanka Roy Chowdhury of South City International School developed an 
effective lesson plan on the human nervous system using the ‘ActivInspire’ 
software. In this lesson, difficult biological terms were made simple through 
colourful illustrations and appropriate highlights.  

 

 

Madhusree Dasgupta of Shri Shikshayatan School presented an English 
literature lesson on Rabindranath Tagore’s poem “Where the mind is without 
fear” using video clippings, PPT presentations and music. In this lesson, the 
poem has been effectively used as a vehicle for discussing contemporary socio 
political conditions.  

 

 

Soma Ghosh of Satyapriya Roy College of Education gave a fun filled lesson on 
Sukumar Roy’s poem “Note Boi” using animated images and texts.   

 

 

Jayanti Srikanthan of Birla High School for Boys (Jr)illustrated diverse 
applications of audio visual stimulus in class at different levels ranging from 
class I to class V. Appropriate selection of audio visual material suitable for 
different levels has been appreciated in her presentation.  

  

 

Arundhati Bhattacharyya of Satyapriya Roy College of Education made the 
extremely complex process of DNA replication comprehensible through colourful 
illustrations and an animation video. The clarity and lucidity in her presentation 
has been appreciated.  

 

Julie Biswas, a student in the B.Ed Department of St. Xavier’s College, 
demonstrated Immunization and Vaccination using fun filled audio-visual 
which will surely create multiple manifestations among the learners. 
Appropriate selection of video clippings has been appreciated in her 
presentation.  

 

Minakshi Chakraborti, a student in the B.Ed Department of St. Xavier’s 
College, presented a child centric lesson plan of River for the seventh 
standard learners using multimedia equipment. Appropriate using of AV 
materials made her demonstration joyful and entertaining too. 

 

 



WAYS TO FURTHER IMPROVEMENT  

Having uttered these words of praise, one must also remember that there is always room for 
improvement.  It was noted by the jury as well as the other observers that intervention in the following 
areas will further improve the presentations made: 
 

 The slides of the PPTs have to be made more carefully. Many a times, the font size was too 
small, the colour palette was not appropriately chosen and there was too much text on one 
 slide. 

 The texts should be animated only when required. Too much text animation creates distraction. 
 When teaching in Indian context, western images should be avoided as much as possible. 
 One has to be careful while using technology for teaching poetry. A poem creates imagery with 

words. The words and their imagery should be emphasized upon instead of illustrating the 
words with images.  

 In teaching complex science concepts, one should try and use analogy. An analogy always helps 
a student to map her lived experience to a new concept. 

Technology helps the students to go beyond the text book and the syllabus and make classroom 
learning a memorable experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUTURE PLANS 

In order to further hone the teachers’ skills in using technology efficiently, BITM and Bichitra 
Pathshala are offering to hold a special workshop for all the participating teachers to make some 
improvements on PPT presentations, discuss some pedagogical aspects of teaching science as well 
as literature and to do a crash course 
on making video clippings. This two 
day workshop may be conducted in 
the last week of March, before the 
teachers get busy with a new session.  

Bichitra Pathshala joins BITM to thank 
all the teachers for their enthusiastic 
participation. Through this endeavour 
we have got an idea about the good 
pedagogical practices in different 
schools and we hope that this will 
motivate other teachers in other schools to innovate and share their innovations with others.   

We hope to make “Learning with Moving Images” presentations an annual event for teachers in 
Kolkata. Your continued support will help us in fulfilling our mission.  

- Subha Das Mollick 
- (Secretary, Bichitra Pathshala) 



 
 

The ‘new media’ flower 
This is a plastic flower; 

The edge of its leaves and petals are stitched 

With threads of fiberglass; 

Light is made to travel in these several threads, 

In various colours, alternating from thread to thread. 

 

The new media flower looks like a flower. 

It is fascinating, even extraordinary…yet it isn’t a flower. 

It has nothing of a flower, except the look: 

No life, no smell and no growth. 

 

An apt symbol of the new media. 

 

The new media are beautiful and powerful. 

But they are not what we’d like them to be. 

They are not people: no feeling, no interaction. 

They do not cause events to happen: 

They do not change anything. 

But by using them wisely 

We can change the world. 

 

- Gaston Roberge 

- President, Bichitra Pathshala 

 

 

 

 



AN OVERVIEW OF THE ORIENTATION PROGRAMME HELD AT BITM ON 
NOVEMBER 7, 2014 

 

“New technology is common, new thinking is rare” said Sir Peter Blake. 

 

Today technology has become an inescapable part of our existence – an intelligent limb or a palm sized 
electronic alter ego. It has cast a spell on all aspects of our life – including the teaching learning 
environment. Technology is empowering as well as disabling. On one hand, all the information of the 
world is on our fingertips. On the other hand, we have to struggle hard in the classroom to grab the 
attention of our students addicted to Face Book and WhatsApp. Using technology appropriately and 
tapping the right resources from the Internet, we can take the classroom experience of our students to 
a new level. At the same time, it is a challenge to us to kindle original thinking and analytical ability in 
a generation that is networked 24X7.  

 

“Learning with Moving Images” is a collaborative effort of Bichitra Pathshala and Birla Industrial & 
Technological Museum to help teachers achieve excellence in teaching learning design using 
technology. Through this initiative we aspire to indentify and reward some of the exemplary teaching 
learning designs created with appropriate use of technology and also inspire teachers to improve the 
learning curves of their students through creative use of technology.  

 

The orientation programme for Learning with Moving Images took place on the 7th of November at the 
Birla Industrial & Technological Museum. The programme was inaugurated by Sk. E. Islam, Director, 
BITM and Fr. Gaston Roberge, President, Bichitra Pathshala. Dr. Chhanda Ray, Director of SCERT, 
graced the programme as the guest of honour. In her keynote address, Dr. Ray informed the gathering 
about the steps being taken by SCERT to encourage technology enabled teaching in the schools of 
West Bengal.  

 

Almost a 100 teachers from 22 schools and 3 teachers’ training colleges participated enthusiastically in 
the programme that stretched from 10.30 am to 5.30 pm. There were eight technical sessions held, 
where teachers demonstrated exemplary lesson plans on various subjects and gave a glimpse into the 
shape of things to come. There was also a session on good practices on the Net and a demonstration 
on splicing videos.  

 

 


