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Like every year the orientation 
programme began with welcome 
speeches by Mr. Pradip Chopra, 
Chairman of iLEAD, Mr. S.V 
Raman, President of Bichitra 
Pathshala and Ms. Neela Majumdar, 
Programme Officer, Earth Day 
Network. Mr. Chopra mentioned 
the ‘butterfly effect’ in his 
welcome speech – a small change 
in conditions in one corner of the 
world can unleash a havoc at 
another corner. Mr. Raman spoke 
about unwanted species like 
mosquitoes and put his audience 
into guffaws of laughter when he 
narrated how a scientist found an 
innovative method of getting ridof 
mosquitoes without killing them. 
Ms. Neela Majumdar reminded the 
audience about the number of 
species extinct and endangered in 
the last few centuries due to 
spectacular development of the 
human species. 
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S.V Raman felicitates Sujan Chatterjee

Ms. Devika Kar outlined the theme of the year with clippings 
from David Attenborough’s TV series “Dynasty” and 
introduced the two speakers of the morning – Sujan 
Chatterjee, a globe trotting wildlife photographer and 
Archan Mitra, founder of Wild Reaction, an organization 
promoting Noachar as an eco tourism spot. 

140 students and teachers from 21 schools of Kolkata were 
enthralled by the presentations of Sujan Chatterjee and 
Archan Mitra as they unfolded in front of the audience the 

diversity of life that their cameras 
had captured. While Sujan 
Chatterjee took his audience on a 
virtual tour of the world from the 
Guinea Islands in the east to the rain 
forests of South America in the 
west and kept them entertained 
with videos of mating dances 
performed by birds of paradise, 
Archan Mitra hovered closer home 
on an eco system called Noachar in 
the Nadia district of West Bengal. In 
his talk titled “Preserving 
biodiversity in our backyard”, 
Archan Mitra showed how he had 
captured secret lives of birds and 
bees, toads and snakes using simple 
gadgets like the mobile phone 
camera and go pro camera. 

Listening to the presentations of Sujan Chatterjee and 
Archan Mitra, the students realized that the earth is such a 
beautiful place because of the diversity of life it supports. 
We must tune ourselves to lives of others and perhaps 
learn a thing or two from them. 

Nila Majumdar felicitates Archan Mitra



Devika Kar shared the contact details of organizations in 
Kolkata that are engaged in preserving biodiversity and 
understanding the effects of climate change on biodiversity. 
The education officer of WWF came up to share the 
activities designed by them to sensitize the students. 

In the last presentation of the day, Subha Das Mollick 
reiterated the importance of research in understanding the 
true significance of biodiversity in our lives. She gave ideas 
for simple research that the students can carry out in their 
homes and schools. She suggested that students may even 
like to dig into literature and cinema to appreciate the 
biodiversity represented in works of art. The student may 
then create their own works of art to share their thoughts 
and concerns with their peers and elders. 

After three hours of power packed sessions, the 
orientation programme came to an end. The students 
returned to their respective schools thinking about the ways 
they could engage themselves in protecting the species. 

 Subha Das MollickRepored by

Sparrows a vanishing species

Lesser Violetear from Costa Rica

Golden langoor. Vanished from the 
temple island off Guwahati

Blue Jeans Poison Frog in Costa Rica
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